Seniors have access to a Safe House when they need protection from abuse
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In Edmonton we are fortunate to have a shelter specifically for seniors fleeing abuse. The SAGE Seniors’ Safe House was established when the Elder Abuse Intervention Team identified the need for a shelter for abused seniors.

Older adults, including men, women, couples or other senior family units, are provided with a safe, furnished suite in a secure building in a confidential location. All meals and snacks are provided by the Sunshine Café at SAGE and the housekeeping services and social work services are provided free of charge as services of SAGE.
When a senior is admitted to the Safe House, the goal is to support and assist him or her to find safe, affordable accommodation within 60 days, but it can often take longer than that. During their stay, seniors are provided with counseling, advocacy, resources, transportation and assistance with finances.

There are two full-time staff on site and there is a life line for the seniors to access assistance after hours on an as needed basis. Peer support is encouraged and follow-up services and referrals are provided to the seniors as they are settling into independent living. Health services and foot care are provided by the Victorian Order of Nurses. Assistance to access Alberta Health Services home care is offered as needed as well.

It has been reported that seniors who are in need of shelter at the Safe House are approximately 70 per cent female and 30 per cent male. They may be fleeing a spouse, child, grandchild, friend, roommate or unrelated caregiver. It has also been reported that more than 90 per cent of the clients who have come to the Seniors’ Safe House have reduced or eliminated abuse in their lives.
The Seniors’ Safe House Intake Line is 780-702-1520. The Elder Abuse Intake Line is 780-477-2929.
Information provided by the Edmonton Elder Abuse Intervention Team, Alberta Seniors and Community Supports, and the Alberta Elder Abuse Awareness Network. To find out more, go to www.albertaelderabuse.ca.To discuss a concern of abuse, call the Elder Abuse Intake Line at 780-477-2929.
