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With respect to the issue of elder abuse, this month is particularly important as June 15th was deemed Elder Abuse Awareness Day by the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse six years ago.
In Edmonton, to recognize this event we have had a proclamation event for the past five years. This year the Edmonton Elder Abuse Intervention Team (made up of Edmonton Police Service, Catholic Social Services, City of Edmonton, Victorian Order of Nurses, and Community Geriatrics of Covenant Health ) along with SAGE, The Support Network (who coordinate the Seniors Abuse Help Line) and WECARE Health Services will be sponsoring the event.
The focus of the event will be following the international theme of creating awareness but with a specific focus on businesses that have connection with seniors and can be part of our service provider partnership.
Our keynote speaker for the event will be highlighting a program that the Edmonton Elder Abuse Intervention Team was involved in with ATB Financial. We assisted in setting up a training program for their staff so they could pick up on indicators of financial abuse with seniors and begin to help them remove themselves from those situations or get out of these situations.
This highlights how other community partners (for example, businesses) can become more aware of issue and assist/support the senior to get out of the situation or at least figure out ways to reduce the harm.
At this time it is also timely to highlight those other resources that are involved in the service provision of older adults being abused. In Edmonton, we have a number of great resources. There is a Seniors Safe House (780-702-1520) that accommodates up to seven seniors, men or women 60 years and over who need a temporary safe place to be for up to 60 days. Their food and some personal/health care needs are met while they stay at the Safe House.
There is the Seniors Abuse Help Line (780-454-8888) for information and referral. 

Legal information is available online at www.oak-net.ca. And of course the team I am a part of is the Elder Abuse Intervention Team. It, along with the Elderly Adult Resource Service managed by Catholic Social Services (780-477-2929), offers intervention services.

And as part of the Elder Abuse Intervention Team, I offer education and training to students and professional groups and I work with the community to develop other resources that would help abused seniors. I can be reached at 780-392-3267.
Everyone is invited to attend the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day event at SAGE, #15 Sir Winston Churchill Square (across the street west of City Hall). It is noon until 1 p.m. Light snack provided. 
